Possible role and mechanism of inactivation of decidual NK cells in pregnancy.
Decidual NK cells are present in murine decidua in early pregnancy, but they decline by midpregnancy. The participation of these cells in rapid rejection of abnormal fetuses and possible cytolitic activity of these cells to trophoblasts seems unlikely. But, their production of cytokines (like CSF-1, which promote differentiation and growth of trophoblasts cells) may be the primary role of decidual NK cells in time of establishment of fetal-maternal connection. Later, inactivation of decidual NK cells by prostaglandins prevents damage of embryos.